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From the Pastor: First things first, I would like to thank all of you for your
generous Christmas gifts! I have written a lot of Thank You cards, but I know I'll
miss some of you, so thank you all from the bottom of my heart! Christmas always
has a way of humbling me with the outpouring of support you show. So thanks!
Okay, now to the good part. What exactly are the magi? We hear about them in
Scripture and we celebrate their discovery of the King today, but who were they?
Traditionally, we say there were three: Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar. However
we don’t actually know how many there were. We associate three kings with the
three gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, but the gospel just says that “magi
from the east” came to see Jesus, with no mention whatsoever of a number. So
there could have been 2 or 30 — we just don’t know. Regardless, they were there and
they were magi. So just what exactly is a magus? It is from this word that we get
the word magician, who works magic. The magi weren’t necessarily wizards or
anything like that, but they were extraordinary. They were not kings, even though
we sing, “We three kings.” They were actually advisors to the king. Magi were
learned in the arts and sciences, particularly in literature, medicine, and astronomy.
Their knowledge and skill were so profound, in fact, that they seemed to have
almost supernatural abilities in these areas, hence the magic. Magi in general were
not looked upon favorably by the Jewish people as the magi often used their
abilities for monetary gain, and were nothing more than charlatans and frauds. But o~ ;. - .. of Events
for those who were honest, those abilities and that knowledge gained them access to 7

BESURE TO PICK UP YOUR
BLESSED CHALK AND EPIPHANY
BLESSING AT THE FRONT OF THE

CHURCH!

Education and Formation

OCIA on Mondays at 7pm in the Parish Hall
CCD on Sundays at 10am and Wednesday at
3:45pm

in the back of church

5 January: Classes resume

5 January: OCIA Resumes

25-30 January: Catholic School Week

the throne, which could be rather beneficial to the kingdom. These same magi (Who 4 Jarzary--New SAcolyte iformationMeetng at l0am

came from Persia) were aware of the prophecies of a new king as well as the 52 thie Darasli Tl
coincidental appears of stars with important historical figures. Enter Jesus. .

Following the star’s position in the sky, they came to the designated place. Thanks oJwuary—Lyplany

to their studies in astronomy, they knew how to determine the location on earth that s 77,12, 7ir1arice Cowrncit”
corresponded with the star in the sky — however they did that. These magi then ]
found Jesus with this mother in the house where they were staying and gave him
gifts: gold for the king; frankincense for their priest and God; and myrrh in
preparation for his death.

B January-- Paris/t Council”

God Teens will resume Jan. 7" Spring Schedules will be

Pray for Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life!
Seminarian of the Week:

Pray for Mr. Jacob Knutson, Theology III, Mount St. Mary Seminary
Religious of the Week:

Pray for Sr. Kateri, Junior Sister, Marian Sisters of the Diocese of Lincoln

News and Happenings

PCCW
Group 1 is in charge of cleaning the church in the month of January
as well as any funeral dinners that may take place. Church cleaning

begins at 9am on Saturdays. Group 1 Leader is Jan Zahourek (402-
432-7220).

Pope’s Intention for January: For Prayer With The Word Of God
Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be nourishment for
our lives and a source of hope in our communities, helping us build a

Now Hiring Calvary Catholic Cemetery Counselor: Calvary Catholic Cemetery |more fraternal and missionary Church.

is seeking a compassionate and organized Cemetery Counselor to serve families
with dignity and care. This professional role includes managing burial and
memorial marker arrangements and guiding families through Catholic cemetery traditions. To Apply: Please send completed Application, resume
and cover letter to jerry-ficke@lincolndiocese.org

The Knights of Columbus are hosting a Free Throw Competition at EMF Gym in Exeter. It'll start at 7pm on Friday, January 9, 2026, with
registration beginning at 6pm, and is for boys and girls aged 9-14. You can contact Dillan White (402-366-5267) or Doug Anderson (402-710-8194)
with questions or to volunteer.

Now Hiring Calvary Catholic Cemetery Family Services Representative: Calvary Catholic Cemetery is seeking a Family Services
Representative to serve grieving families with compassion, dignity, and faith. This on-site position is full-time. Responsibilities include assisting
families with burial arrangements, coordinating with funeral homes and clergy, maintaining burial records, and supporting memorial marker

selection. The ideal candidate will have strong communication and organizational skills, a compassionate demeanor, and a respect for Catholic burial

traditions. This role is more than a job — it is a ministry of presence during life’s most sacred moments. To apply, please send a cover letter and
resume to Mr. Jerry Ficke at jerry-ficke@lincolndiocese.org or to Calvary Cemetery, 3880 L Street, Lincoln, NE 68510

Victim Assistance Coordinator Needed The Catholic Diocese of Lincoln is seeking a Victim Assistance Coordinator to provide outreach, advocacy,

and pastoral care to individuals and families affected by sexual abuse by Church personnel. This as-needed position requires a background in
psychology, social work, or counseling and a commitment to the mission of the Catholic Church. To apply, please send a cover letter and résumé to
Marsha Bartek at marsha-bartek@lincolndiocese.org or 3400 Sheridan Boulevard, Lincoln, NE 68506.

Friends of Christ in the Midst of the World — Men’s Retreat January 16-18, 2026 | With Bishop Robert Finn Men of all ages are invited to a

weekend of quiet, prayer, and renewal at Our Lady of Good Counsel Retreat House. Bishop Finn will guide participants in reflections on the Plan of

Life, the call to holiness, and our identity as sons of God. The retreat begins Friday with a 7:00 p.m. conference and Rosary and concludes Sunday
with Mass and noon lunch. Attend in person or register for the virtual option. Register at: www.goodcounselretreat.org or call at 402-786-2705

We wish you all a blessed New Year! Make the best decision this year for your marriage by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Experience on: Feb. 20-22, Lincoln, NE; Apr. 18-19, Lakewood, CO; June 19-21, Golden, CO; Aug. 7-9, Wichita, KS; Sept. 18-20, Grand Island, NE;

Nov. 6-8, Grand Junction, CO. For Spanish WWME Experience information, contact Victor & Lupita Corona at 651-343-2348. Check for more dates

and locations at wwme.org. Call or text 402-370-5839 for more information. For information about Worldwide Marriage Encounter, please visit
www.wwme.org. Follow us on Instagram and Facebook! @worldwidemarriageencounter

Del Parroco: En primer lugar, iquiero agradecerles a todos por sus generosos
regalos de Navidad! He escrito muchas tarjetas de agradecimiento, pero sé que
se me escapara alguna, asi que igracias a todos de todo corazén! La Navidad
siempre me conmueve por la gran muestra de carifio que me brindan. iGracias!
Bueno, ahora a lo interesante. {Quiénes eran exactamente los Reyes Magos?
Leemos sobre ellos en las Escrituras y hoy celebramos su encuentro con el Rey,
pero équiénes eran? Tradicionalmente, decimos que eran tres: Gaspar, Melchor
y Baltasar. Sin embargo, en realidad no sabemos cuantos eran. Asociamos a los
tres reyes con los tres regalos de oro, incienso y mirra, pero el Evangelio solo
dice que "unos magos de Oriente" vinieron a ver a Jests, sin mencionar en
ninglin momento su nimero. Asi que pudieron haber sido dos o treinta;
simplemente no lo sabemos. En cualquier caso, estuvieron alli y eran magos.
&Qué es exactamente un mago? De esta palabra deriva el término «mago», God Teens se reanudara el 7 de enero. Los horarios
aquel que practica la magia. Los magos no eran necesariamente hechiceros ni 5, primavera estaran en la parte trasera de la iglesia.
nada por el estilo, pero si eran personas extraordinarias. No eran reyes, a pesar 299 Diciembre - 4 Enero-- NO HAY ESCUELA

de que cantemos «Los tres Reyes Magos». En realidad, eran consejeros del rey. 5 Enero
Los magos eran eruditos en las artes y las ciencias, particularmente en
literatura, medicina y astronomia. De hecho, sus conocimientos y habilidades
eran tan profundos que parecian poseer capacidades casi sobrenaturales en
estas dreas, de ahi la asociacién con la magia. En general, los judios no veian
con buenos ojos a los magos, ya que a menudo utilizaban sus habilidades para
obtener beneficios econdmicos y no eran mas que charlatanes y estafadores.
Pero para aquellos que eran honestos, esas habilidades y conocimientos les
permitian acceder al trono, lo cual podia resultar bastante beneficioso para el
reino. Estos mismos magos (que provenian de Persia) conocian las profecias
sobre un nuevo rey, asi como la aparicién simultanea de estrellas con figuras
histéricas importantes. Entonces apareci6 Jests. Siguiendo la posicion de la
estrella en el cielo, llegaron al lugar indicado. Gracias a sus estudios de . .
astronomia, sabian e6mo determinar la ubicacién en la Tierra que correspondia Seminarisia de la Semana:

con la estrella en el cielo, de la manera que fuera. Estos magos encontrarona  (Oren por Jacob Knutson, Teologia I11, Seminario
Jesis con su madre en la casa donde se hospedaban y le ofrecieron regalos: oro Mount St. Mary

para el rey; incienso para el sacerdote y para Dios; y mirra como preparacion o
para su muerte.

ASEGURENSE RECOGER TU TIZA
BENDECIDA Y LA BENDICION DE LA
EPIEANEA EN LA IGLESIA ALLE EN

FRENTE!
EDUCACION Y FORMACION

OCIA los domingos a las 1:30pm en la escuela
CCD los domingos a las 10am y los miércoles
alas 3:45pm

-- Las clases inician de nuevo
25-30 de enero: Semana de la Escuela Catdlica

Catendario de Eventos

0 Lnero—- Lyifania

0 Lnero- Conctlio Financiero
/3 Lnero- Concilio Parroguial”

iOren por las Vocaciones al Sacerdocio
y la Vida Religiosa!

Religiosa de la Semana:
Oren por la Sr. Kateri, Hermana Menor,
Hermanas Marianas de la Didcesis de Lincoln

Platicas de Bautismo 2026
18--Enero 15--Febrero I15--Marzo 19--Abril
17--Mayo 21--Junio 19--Julio 16--Agosto
20--Septiembre 18--Octubre IS5--Noviembre
20--Diciembre

PCCW
El grupo 1 se encarga de la limpieza de la iglesia en el mes de enero
asi como de las cenas fiinebres que puedan tener lugar. La limpieza
de la iglesia comienza a las 9 a.m. los sdbados. El lider del Grupo 1
Jan Zahourek (402-432-7220).
Intencion del Papa para enero: Para orar con la Palabra de
Dios. Oremos para que orar con la Palabra de Dios sea alimento
para nuestras vidas y una fuente de esperanza en nuestras
comunidades, ayudandonos a construir una Iglesia mas fraterna y
misionera.

Noticias y Eventos

Los Caballeros de Colén organizan un concurso de tiros libres en el gimnasio EMF en Exeter. Comenzara a las 19:00 del viernes 9 de enero de
2026, con inscripciones a partir de las 18:00, y estd dirigido a nifios y ninas de 9 a 14 afios. Para cualquier pregunta o para ofrecerse como voluntario,
pueden contactar con Dillan White (402-366-5267) 0 Doug Anderson (402-710-8194).

Café de la Beca PCCW el 29 de diciembre por San Tomés Becket, martir

Para Recordarles otra vez: el calendario de las Misas estd completamente lleno hasta abril. Hay un par de dias entre hoy y abril que estan disponibles,
pero las demés ya tienen intenciones. No se permite tener mas que una intencién en cada Misa, y no se puede pedir sin avisarnos con tiempo. No pueden
pedir Misas el mero dia o el dia antes, ni una semana antes. Necesitas avisarnos con MESES de anticipacién. Y ninguna Misa cobra. Si quieres dar algo,
el maximo que podemos aceptar es $10 por cada Misa. Si pides dos Misas, no nos den $50 délares. No es permitido en la ley. Si son dos Misas, son $20 o
menos en total. Gracias.

Se necesita un Coordinador/a de Asistencia a Victimas. La Diécesis Catodlica de Lincoln busca un/a Coordinador/a de Asistencia a Victimas para
brindar apoyo, acompafiamiento y atencion pastoral a personas y familias afectadas por abusos sexuales cometidos por personal de la Iglesia. Este
puesto, de caricter eventual, requiere formacion en psicologia, trabajo social o consejeria, y un compromiso con la mision de la Iglesia Catélica. Para
postularse, envie una carta de presentacién y su curriculum vitae a Marsha Bartek a la direccion de correo electrénico marsha-bartek@lincolndiocese.org
o0 a la siguiente direccién postal: 3400 Sheridan Boulevard, Lincoln, NE 68506.

iLes deseamos a todos un Bendecido Afio Nuevo! Tomen la mejor decision este afio para su matrimonio asistiendo a una Experiencia de Encuentro
Matrimonial Mundial en: 20-22 de febrero, Lincoln, NE; 18-19 de abril, Lakewood, CO; 19-21 de junio, Golden, CO; 7-9 de agosto, Wichita, KS; 18-20 de
septiembre, Grand Island, NE; 6-8 de noviembre, Grand Junction, CO. Para informacién sobre la Experiencia WWME en espanol, contacte a Victor y
Lupita Corona al 651-343-2348. Consulte més fechas y ubicaciones en wwme.org. Llame o envie un mensaje al 402-370-5839 para mas informacién. Para
informacién sobre el Encuentro Matrimonial Mundial, visite www.wwme.org. iSiganos en Instagram y Facebook! @worldwidemarriageencounter
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